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THE UNCLE LOUIE VARIETY SHOW 
 

IS COMING TO CLEVELAND! 
 

Saturday - November 18, 2023 - 8:00 PM 
 

Hanna Theatre in Playhouse Square 
 

 

The Uncle Louie Variety Show has been making audiences laugh for years with its hilarious and unique 

take on growing up as an Italian-American. The show is composed of two dynamic comedians, Carlo Russo 

and Lou Greco, who have gained international popularity with the comedic celebration of their Italian heritage. 
 

The comedic duo grew up together in Syracuse, New York, and began writing comedy together during 

their high school Italian class. Over time, Russo and Greco began putting their ideas on tape and then video. 

Many viewers were introduced to The Uncle Louie Variety Show on YouTube via the ornery, yet loveable, 

character “Uncle Louie” and the “Broken English Italian Word of the Day”. Today, “Uncle Louie” is joined 

by the beloved characters “Pasqualino”, “Zia Maria”, and “Zia Rosa” who are always getting themselves into 

trouble with their hilarious antics. Russo and Greco have gained almost a half a million followers on 

YouTube and Facebook, along with hundreds of millions of views of their weekly videos. 
 

In 2018, Russo and Greco had the opportunity to bring their characters to life live, on stage, to sold-out 

venues with their first-ever comedy tour in Australia. Today, The Uncle Louie Variety Show is still performing 

to sold-out crowds up and down the eastern coast of the United States, the midwest, and eastern Canada. 
 

Even though the pair draw inspiration from their Italian heritage, Russo and Greco say there is something 

to be found in The Uncle Louie Variety Show for people of all cultural backgrounds. 
 

Russo reflects, “People of all ages and cultures come to our shows and tell us how they see their father, 

their mother, their aunts, uncles, and cousins in our characters. It means the world to us that our audiences 

can laugh - and even cry tears of joy - because of the memories our performances bring back for them.” 
 

“Our show is about honoring the love, laughter and cherished memories of growing up in an ‘old school’ 

family with ‘old school’ traditions,” says Greco. 
 

Once The Uncle Louie Variety Show begins, audience members are taken on a trip down memory lane 

with live original music, sketch comedy, stand-up and improv. Their videos are nothing compared to seeing a 

live performance. Russo and Greco take their hilarious vignettes and bring an energy to them that’s palpable 

when they’re on stage together. 
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Tickets are available now online at playhousesquare.org or by phone at 216-241-6000. 

 

# # # 

 

Playhouse Square, home to the largest Broadway season ticket holder community in North America, is 

Northeast Ohio's destination for entertainment. A not-for-profit performing arts center, Playhouse Square is a 

champion of arts education and downtown Cleveland, and proud to be the home of The City Club of Cleveland, 

Cleveland Ballet, Cleveland International Film Festival, Cleveland Play House, Cleveland State University 

Department of Theatre and Dance, DANCECleveland, Great Lakes Theater and Tri-C JazzFest.  
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