
 
Media Contact: Liesl Davenport 

Phone: 216-640-8677 

Email: liesl.davenport@playhousesquare.org 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

 
PRESENTS 

2026 

Valentine’s Day Soul Jams 
February 15, 2026 at Playhouse Square  

 
Cleveland, OH - Experience an unforgettable evening of classic soul and R&B as three legendary groups take 

the stage. The Whispers bring their smooth harmonies, The New Stylistics captivate with their signature falsetto 

and The Manhattans deliver their iconic sound, celebrating decades of musical excellence. Tickets are on sale 

now at playhousesquare.org or by calling 216-241-6000. 

 

The Whispers an American vocal group from Los Angeles, California. Scoring hit records since the late 1960s, 

they are best known for their two number one R&B singles, "And the Beat Goes On" in 1979 and "Rock Steady" 

in 1987. The Whispers scored 15 top-ten R&B singles, and 8 top-ten R&B albums with two of them, The 

Whispers and Love Is Where You Find It, reaching the No. 1 spot. They have earned two platinum and five gold 

albums by the RIAA. 

 

The Stylistics are an American Philadelphia soul group that achieved their greatest chart success in the 1970s. 

They formed in 1968, with a lineup of singers Russell Thompkins Jr., Herb Murrell, Airrion Love, James Smith, 

and James Dunn. All of their U.S. hits were ballads characterized by the falsetto of Russell Thompkins Jr. and 

the production of Thom Bell. During the early 1970s, the group had twelve consecutive R&B top ten hits including 

"Stop, Look, Listen", "You Are Everything", "Betcha by Golly, Wow", "I'm Stone in Love with You", "Break Up to 

Make Up", "People Make the World Go Round" and "You Make Me Feel Brand New". They had five gold singles 

and three gold albums.  

 

 

The Manhattans are an American R&B vocal group. Their songs "Kiss and Say Goodbye", recorded in 1976, 

and 1980's "Shining Star", both sold millions of copies. The Manhattans have recorded 45 hits on 
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the Billboard R&B Chart, including twelve top-10 R&B hits in the United States, starting in 1965. Sixteen of their 

songs have reached the Billboard Hot 100, including two top 10s and a number-one hit with their song "Kiss and 

Say Goodbye". They also charted eight U.S. R&B top 20 Albums, three of which were RIAA certified gold. The 

Manhattans were inducted into The Atlantic City Walk of Fame in September 2024.  
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 Playhouse Square, the nation’s premier home for touring Broadway, is a globally recognized arts district. A 
not-for-profit presenter and producer of performing arts experiences, Playhouse Square is a champion of arts 
education and the vitality of downtown Cleveland. It proudly serves as home to eight resident companies: The 

City Club of Cleveland, Cleveland Ballet, Cleveland International Film Festival, Cleveland Play House, 
Cleveland State University Department of Theatre and Dance, DANCE Cleveland, Great Lakes Theater, and 

Tri-C JazzFest 
 


